68	THE   VICAR   OF   MORWENSTOW
There are in Morwenstow about six thousand acres of
arable land, rented by seventy farmers; forty large, and
thirty small.
There are less than sixty able-bodied labourers, and
twenty-five half-men at roads, etc.
With this proportion of one labourer to a hundred acres,
there can be no lack of employ.
The rates of wages is eight shillings a week, paid, not
in money, but by truck of corn.
A fixed agreement of a hundred and thirty-five pounds of
corn, or eighteen gallons (commonly called seven scorns) is
allotted to each man in lieu of fourteen shillings, be the
market price what it will.
A man with a wife and three or four children will con-
sume the above quantity of corn in fourteen days.
Therefore, such a man, receiving for his fortnight's work
fourteen shillings' worth of corn will only leave in his
master's hand one shilling a week, which one shilling
usually is paid for house-rent.
Now this inevitable outlay for the loaf and for the rent
will leave—for fuel, for shoes, for clothing, for groceries,
for tools, for club . . . nil: ol. o.y. or/.
But, but. But in the year i86o--6it the fourteen
shillings paid for that corn will only yield in flour and
meal ten shillings and sixpence, the millers being
judges.
'If a man have only a wife and two children to house
and feed, his surplus money above his bread and rent will
be one shilling (?) a week beyond the above example.*
But, but, in the recited list of exigencies, will that sufhcc:*
It was from a knowledge, of the state, of the parish, that
I assented to the collection, of which I enclose a statement.
Two farmers only had the audacity to allege that the
effort was uncalled for; and a labourer of one of these must
have gone barefooted to his work the whole winter had
not the money for a pair of shoes been advanced to him
by the victim of the parish.
It appears to be a notion entertained by a chief patron
of all our charities, that the wages and the treatment, of
the labourers in Kilkhampton arc more favourable than
in Morwenstow. Buty but, but	
What is the weekly wage?
T T	*   1 *\
How paid?
If in corn, at what price?
And are there contracts in other respects?
These are not questions which I want to be answered,
but only questions for your own private consideration.

